
 
 
September 27, 2016 
 
To:  Supervisor Hilda L. Solis, Chair 

Supervisor Mark Ridley‐Thomas 
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl 
Supervisor Don Knabe 
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich 
County CEO Sachi Hamai 
Dave Chittenden, Internal Services Department 
Howard Choy, Internal Services Department 

 
 

RE: LACCE Business Plan 
 
On behalf of Environment California, I am pleased to offer recommendations for the design of the Los 
Angeles Community Choice Energy (LACCE) program. 
 
Environment California is a statewide, citizen-funded environmental advocacy organization, 
headquartered in Los Angeles and dedicated to protecting California’s air, water and open spaces. 
Global warming is the most critical issue of our time and Environment California is working to build the 
public support needed to establish and implement strong renewable energy and climate goals for Los 
Angeles and for all of California — for our health and our future. 
 
Environment California has long supported Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) programs for two 
reasons:  

1. Democratic decision-making is vital to environmental protection. When a community decides to 
set up a CCA, that community is giving themselves more control in important decisions such as 
where their electricity comes from. With CCAs, residents have a greater opportunity to push for 
policies that better reflect their value of clean air and a healthy future than they do with a large 
for-profit entity. 

2. Competition can help drive a race to the top dynamic where utilities are competing for who is 
the greenest. This competition can help make utilities more responsive to the public, and in 
turn, given California’s strong environmental ethic, more likely to be environmentally 
responsible. 

 
Environment California is a proud member of the South Bay Clean Power Working Group and has 
endorsed the goals and objectives of this multi-city initiative that began in 2014 and which brought the 
original request to the Board of Supervisors for funding the CCA feasibility. What started as a grassroots 
initiative with cities in the South Bay and Westside has now grown to a County-wide opportunity in the 



largest power-using county in the United States and we salute the Board of Supervisors for its support 
from the beginning. 
 
With this in mind, we are supportive of the creation of the LACCE program, but we strongly urge the 
County of Los Angeles to revise the business plan to prioritize distributed energy resources (DER). The 
County has a tremendous opportunity to focus on the expansion of DER including renewable generation, 
energy storage, energy efficiency and demand response. By crafting the LACCE program with a DER 
focus from its inception, the County can do its part to protect public health, reduce global warming 
pollution and create good, local clean energy jobs for residents of Los Angeles County, serving as a 
model for counties throughout the state and the nation. 
 
We look forward to working with the County of Los Angeles to ensure that all Angelenos are able to 
participate in a cleaner, brighter future. We would be honored to serve with the implementation 
working group as the design of the program continues and eventual implementation takes place.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michelle Kinman 
Clean Energy Advocate 
310-621-8935 
michelle@environmentcalifornia.org  
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